
i, my name is Ruth.  I 
am a 44 year old college 
educated woman.  I 
am intelligent, witty 
and smart.  I am also 
homeless.  How, you 

may ask, could such a thing 
happen to someone smart and 
intelligent.  Well, I will tell you.
I was born the youngest in 
a family of 11 children – six 
boys and five girls.  Ours 
was a very traditional, 
dysfunctional family.  
My father was a classic 
alcoholic.  Four of the six boys 
have been on drugs and all of my 
sisters, including myself have 
tried to commit suicide at least 
once.

If you have never been in an 
alcoholic family, you have never 
experienced real chaos.  My 
mother, whom I loved very 
dearly, was and is the smartest 
person I’ve ever known.  She is 
also the person who taught me 
co-dependency.  

Whenever my brothers had 
problems stemming from drug 
addiction or some other life crisis, 
we all stopped our lives and ran 
to help.  When you constantly 
help others with their life, your 
life tends to go to hell.  You also 
become addicted to crisis and 
avoid your own issues.

Someone once told me the first 
things we learn in life are the 
hardest to forget – so true.  As I 
began dating, I noticed most of 
my choices in men were all the 
same.  
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The men I ended up with were 
just as broken as me and our 
relationships were toxic.  

The last relationship I was in, 
the man was heavily into drugs 
and as always I was there to pick 
up the pieces.  The relationship 
became violent and I left.  

When I left I felt a lot of shame 
and guilt.  Shame because I had 
not been able to repair his illness 
of addiction and also because 
I had to come to a homeless 
shelter and guilt because I had 
made another bad choice.

I didn’t make a bad choice in 
coming to the Stephen Center.  
Since coming here, I have 
focused on myself and my issues.  
I have applied for housing and 
registered to go back to school to 
get my certification in nursing.  
I have also began counseling 
for domestic violence and self-
esteem building.  

I am also a part of a program 
through the YWCA called 
“Bridges to Opportunities” that 
helps people move towards self-
sufficiency.  The Stephen Center 
is not just a shelter.  If you really 
want to turn your life around, the 
staff will assist you to make the 
necessary changes to move on to 
self-sufficiency.
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Thank you—donors 
and volunteers alike!
With your gracious and generous assistance Stephen Center once again met its 2010 
fundraising goals.  It seems the not-for-profit world and retailers share the same 
apprehension each December when the success or failure of the work and planning 
that keeps the lights on is ultimately determined.  Unlike most other businesses, 
Stephen Center relies equally as much upon the good works of our volunteers 
and in-kind contributors as our financial donors.  Each plays a key role in helping 

to sustain our efforts and allow us to continue to “dream big” and plan for future efforts at overcoming 
homelessness, addiction and poverty.  Every can of coffee, every roll of toilet paper and every turkey is one 
that we don’t have to purchase and represents dollars we don’t need to raise.  The more than 31,000 hours 
of time contributed by our volunteers equates to more than 15 full time employees—and those are payroll 
dollars we don’t have to raise. After all of that though our financial needs remain and continue to expand as 
we continue to raise the bar on our efforts.  

My personal goal as CEO of Stephen Center is simple. I want the services we provide to our clients and 
those who come to us for assistance to be as least as good as—and hopefully the very best that are available 
to anyone in the community.  The kind of change we want to see in the men, women and children can’t be 
achieved with anything less than first rate staff and facilities—supported by top tier volunteers and donors.
With the attainment in 2010 of full-CARF accreditation for the HERO Substance Abuse Treatment 
Program, we have achieved the goal I describe above.  The HERO Program now provides treatment that is 
second-to-none and the word is spreading.

With the arrival of additional bi-lingual professional level staff in our Emergency Shelter—our Shelter Team 
has worked actual miracles for any number of people. Just as critically we have once again provided more 
service to more people.  Year-to-year we increased the number of men, women and children we served and 
they stayed for more days than before. Our newly hired Volunteer Coordinator is working to attract, train 
and deploy additional volunteers in all areas.

Everyone who is a part of the Stephen Center family is keenly aware of the limitations of our current 
emergency shelter and of the need for additional Permanent Supportive Housing (PSH) within the 
community.  With the acquisition of the properties needed to plan with, our architects and building 
committee are now working to design a new facility which will allow us to continue to serve homeless men, 
women and children while also providing Permanent Supportive Housing units that will ultimately reduce 
the number of people who we count among the homeless.

When an individual or family is living in a PSH unit, they are no longer considered to be homeless and 
counted as such.  It is critical to remember however, that simply having a roof over one’s head doesn’t 
change the issues and challenges that combined to created the previous “homeless” condition.  That’s 
where the “S” in Permanent Supportive Housing comes in.  If people are to be successful in overcoming 
homelessness, long-term supportive services must be available and they must be readily accessible.            



We are designing for this future and you are certain to hear about it in the year to come.  People around the country 
are also recognizing that environment is critical to success—as if this isn’t just common sense.  Stephen Center is and 
will remain committed to a campus wide environment of sobriety for the betterment of all concerned.  More than 
anything else, this is what defines Stephen Center and makes us the provider of choice for so many clients and referral 
sources such as hospitals, prisons, mental health providers, etc.  We have been ahead of the curve for a good long-
time and we will stay there.

Thanks again, with your help Stephen Center accomplished much in 2010 and have our sights set even higher for the 
future.
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Stephen Center is now on 
Facebook. Please join the 
Stephen Center group.

A Special Thanks...
A Special Thanks to Fat Brain toys for donating a whole 

roomful of toys this Holiday Season.  Many kids were 

very happy because of your kindness.  We’d also like 

to thank 1 Staff Training and Development, McGrath 

North, Mullin & Kratz PCLLO, Our Lady of Lourdes 

and all of the individuals and families that adopted 

Transitional Living and Shelter individuals and families 

for the holidays.

  

Not only were families and individuals adopted, but 

other events, parties and food and personal goods drives 

took place.  

We thank all of you for everything that you did for the 

Stephen Center this holiday season – the numerous 

volunteers that put in countless hours, Bellevue 

Christian Church, Boeing Aerospace, Burger King, 

CampFire USA, ConAgra Foods, Council Bluffs Art 

Council, Creighton University, Legal Aid, St Gerald’s 

Parish, St. Pius X/St. Leo’s School, St.  Robert 

Bellarmine’s School, Stephen Center Guild and the 

countless other groups and individuals.



October 2010 
through 

December 2010
You can memorialize a loved one 
or pay tribute to someone special 
in your life while helping those in 
need in our community.  When 
you make a Memorial or Honor 
Gift, Stephen Center will send 
an acknowledgement card to the 
family or honoree.  Gifts are also 
recognized in this newsletter.  
You may use the enclosed 
envelope to send your gift.

In Loving Memory of:
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Memorials & Honorariums

C.J. & Mary Aliano
	 Michael Aliano

Stanley Alukonis
	 Linda East-Jones

Bob Andahl
	 Patricia Andahl

Virginia Arkfeld
	 John Arkfeld

Ken & Ramona Atkins
	 Patricia & Don Kemp

Rose & William Bagley
	 John & Patricia Mordeson

Patricia Barrett
	 Cecilia McQuade

Dick Bell
	 Harold & Geraldine Dibelka

Florence Bell
	 Harold & Geraldine Dibelka

Paul V. Bell
	 Paula & Timothy Bell
	 Bernie & Tom Markel
	 Thomas & Rita Rann

Andrew Bellus
	 Donald & Elizabeth Holstein

Henry Benavente
	 Maria Benavente

Zigmas Benkis
	 Helen Benkis

Veronica & Charles Berate
	 David & Elizabeth Goodman

John Berger
	 Ellen Neary

Lee Bevilauqua
	 Don Leahy

Louis L. Biga
	 Patricia Biga

Patricia Bivens
	 Gretchen Winhein

James & Mary Borowiak
	 James & Marlene Langdon

Lois Botdorf
	 Charles & Ann Botdorf

Julie Boyce
	 John & Elaine Boyce

Thomas Bricker
	 Bob & Carolyn Burns

Caeli Bristol
	 Richard & Jeannette Bolamperti

John E. Brown
	 Anonymous

George E. Busse
	 McNeil Company Builders

Mary Lou Callahan
	 Mary Finley
	 Tami & Mike Giiter
	 Pat Hamilton
	 Terry J. Macnamara
	 Scott Mrla
	 Terry Mrla
	 Mark & Cathy Mrla

Vincent Carroll
	 Mary Carroll

Louis Cavalieri Jr.
Louis Cavalieri Sr.
	 Rose Cavalieri

Ellen Gloria Cerra
	 Phil & Beth Cerra

Clara Cieslik
	 John Cieslik

Andrew Q. Cisneros
	 Beth & John Lingelbach

Sylvia Claussen
	 Lynn & Nancy Meyer

Delphina Contreras 
	 John & Cathy Hynes

Martin Curnyn
	 Bob & Carolyn Burns

Aunt Sally Czarnek
	 Joseph & Dorthy Krajicek

John Dacey
	 Jerry & Sylvia Kaiman

Joe Dibelka
	 Harold & Geraldine Dibelka

Ray Dibelka
	 Harold & Geraldine Dibelka

Tom Dibelka
	 Harold & Geraldine Dibelka

Frank Dlugosz
	 Michael & Vickie Kudym

Dan Dolan
	 Bob & Carolyn Burns

Donald Donovan
	 Gerald Altilio
	 Nancy & Henry Caniglia
	 Ruth Donovan
	 Ann & Peter Kelleher
	 Peggy & Daniel Reestman

Jack Duffy
	 Joyce Duffy

Bill Dutch
	 Joe & Judy Latoza

Josephine Eby
	 Jacquelyn R. Kallman

Betty (Elizabeth) Egr
	 Bob & Carolyn Burns

Family members
	 Paul & Marge Hartnett

Family members
	 Paula & Edward Prost

Family
	 Henry & Marie Vacek

Family loved ones
	 Shirley Votrobek

Bea Ficenec
	 Anthony Ficenec

Douglas Ficke
	 Pat Ficke

Lou Flott
	 Andy Flott

John & Marilyn Forman
	 Monica & Mark London

Joe & Velma Fraas
	 Sandy Harrison

Rose Freeman
	 Virginia Draus

Don Gillotte
	 John & Marilyn Rogers

James Glogowski
	 Mary R. Petersen

Arlene Godek
	 Frank Godek

Waneita Grandgenett
	 Richard & Lynda Grandgenett

Ruth Hammel
	 Don Hammel

Dorothy Hanna
	 Fran Held
	 Maxine Sirnes

Richard Harvey
	 Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Harvey Jr.

James E. Heavey
	 Helen Thompson

Eugene Helget
	 Margaret Helget

Orval Hemmingson
	 James & Janice Kjosa

Lorette Higgins
	 Richard & Deanna Wolf

Christine Hilbert
	 Harold & Geraldine Dibelka

John Hilbert
	 Harold & Geraldine Dibelka

Sister Frances Hilbert
	 Harold & Geraldine Dibelka

Matthew Hilleman
	 Dorothy Hilleman

Lawrence Hinman
	 Susan Mendenhall

Olga Holcomb
	 Craig Holcomb

Ruthellen (Lolly) Hollander
	 Marilyn Anderson
	 Hortense Butt
	 Elaine Cotton
	 Mary Culley
	 Jackie & John Gerard
	 Mike & Mimi Glode 	
	 Tom & Nancy Lund
	 Gene & Jan Rose
	 Mary L. Rose
	 Scott & Ann Rose
	 Jim & Margaret Wegner

Barbara Holst
	 Irvin P. Holst

Jenny Horacek
	 Bruce Horacek

Cathleen Horgan
	 Stephen & Anne Raynor

Helen Hoschar
	 Don & Bev Hoschar
	 John Hoschar
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Memorials & Honorariums
Leslie Irvine
	 Elsie Irvine

David Janke
	 Don Janke Company
	 Don & Bonnie Janke

Linus Jonaitis
	 Jack & Bonnie Wolf

Felix Kerrigan
	 Juanita Kerrigan

Jim & Kathy Kohanek
	 Zita Kohanek

Robert “Bob” Kraft
	 Joe & Dot Krajicek

Joe & Ann Krajicek
	 Joe & Dot Krajicek

Robert R. Kruger
	 McNeil Co. Builders	

Joel Kudym
	 Fred & Ruth Kudym

Pius Kuhn
	 McNeil Company Builders

Leo Labedz
	 Betty Satorie

Mike Lauby
	 Richard & Lynda Grandgenett

Leary Family
	 Mary Ellen Uphoff

Murle Leonard
	 Altrusa Club of Omaha, NE

Lloyd Lockard
	 Sandra Miller

Jay C. McAleer
	 Joan McAleer

Kenneth McCabe
	 Dorothy McCabe

Thomas M. McCormick
	 Nancy L. McCormick

Arthur McGuire
	 Marvin & Kathleen Maher

Joseph McKeone
	 Robert & Karen McKeone

Mary K. McKernan
	 Evelyn Ostdiek

Dan McMahon
	 Raymond & Margaret McMahon

Evelyn Machacek
	 Ed Machacek

Fr. Vincent P. Mainelli
	 Michael & Barbara Favara
	 Michael & Nancy Getty

Conrad Marquard
	 Madeline Henning
	 Don & Pat Kemp

Dick & Carmen Melton
	 Bitsy Merriman

Bessie Menousek
	 Dorothy Menousek

Barbara Miner
	 Harold & Gerry Dibelka

Marilyn Monohon
	 Joseph & Luetta Stuczynski

Donald Murnan
	 Colleen M. Murnan

Stephen John Nelson
	 Kathy & George Nelson

Bettie Neumayer
	 Phyllis Finn

Too O’Donnell
	 Mary Kelly

Myrtle Olauson
	 Mari Alice Christensen

Georgetta Oberembt
	 Franklin & Margaret Parker

Mary Olberding
	 Ray Olberding

Everette J. Ostdiek
	 Evelyn Ostdiek

Our Parents
	 Frank & Dorothy Mixan

My Parents
	 John & Patricia Johanek

Jack Parr
	 Mary Parr

Leo Pfeifer
	 Marjorie Pfeifer

Martin & Angie Placzek
	 Nancy Overfelt

Pooh & Tigger
	 John T. Farr

Poor Souls in Purgatory
	 Jerry Loos

LeRoy Potter
	 David & Lynne Potter

Leo Prince
	 Kathleen Prince

Richard Randall
	 Catherine Hurt

William Raynor
	 Stephen & Anne Raynor

Clem Redlinger
	 Mary Shwidelson

Winton Redding
	 Bauer Family

Carolyn Ann Rodriquez (Kouma)
	 Marilyn Kouma

B.J. Rone
	 Debra & Norma Buschelman

Jack & Monica Rooney
	 Karen Sheridan

John Ruckman
	 Chuck & Mary Ellen Shimerdla

Virginia Schwartz
	 Joan Brenneman

William Shanahan
	 Heritage Financial Network Inc.
	 Kirby McDonald
	 Grace & Robert Ross
	 John & Maureen Ross
	 Charles & Cassi Shanahan

Chas Shimerdla
	 Chuck & Mary Ellen Shimerdla

Hines Smith
	 Claire Hewitt

Kenneth L. Starks
	 David & Connie Clark
	 Timothy & Marleen Evans
	 Family Enrichment, Inc.
	 Walter & Morgan Hecht
	 Judy & Fred Hummer
	 Peter & Ann Kelleher
	 Peg O. Lippert
	 Mr. & Mrs. Paul Maginn
	 Kaitlin Nelson

	 Diane & Kent Peterson
	 Helen Seward
	 Shirley Jean Sheppard
	 Val Gene & Ava Splittgerber
	 Alan & Sandra Thelen
	 Ruth Thomas
	 Jack & Carolyn Williams
	 Mary Wingert
	 Marilou Woodard
	 Nathalia Zimmerman

Helen Steenson
	 Gerald Steenson

Stephanie, Ralph & Edna
	 Karen Spears

E.J. Sterba
	 Margaret McCoy

Zdenka Svoboda
	 Dorothy Menousek

Ben Szymczak
	 Judy Faust

Baby Taylor
	 Henry & Cecilia Taylor

Joyce Thomas
	 Mary Cacioppo

Patrick J. Thomas
	 Joe & Dot Krajicek
	 Roy A. Smith
	 Agnes K. Wall

Leo J. Thompson
	 Helen Thompson

Robert N. Thurmond
	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Thurmond Jr.

Jack Toohey
	 Mary & Dr. Jeffrey Chemelewski
	 George & Margaret Johnson

Edward Torczon
	 Marie Torczon

Uphoff Family
	 Mary Ellen Uphoff

Vicent
	 Susan Pereira

Raymond J. Vondra
	 Loretta & Raymond Vondra

Richard Vrchlavsky Sr.
	 Patricia Vrchlavsky

Pat Ward
	 Marilyn Byers

Al Weaver
	 Jeanne Weaver

Sarah Wegman
	 Rose Wegman

Catherine M. Weiss
	 Catherine & Richard Pedersen

Lucille Bray Wells
	 Anonymous

Antilia Wingert
	 Angie Wingert

Don Wingert
	 Richard & Jeanne Weiner
	 Angie Wingert

Milton Zadina
	 Agnes Stark
	 Joseph & Luetta Stuczynski

Marion Ziehinski
	 Adeline & Julius Woita
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In Honor of:
All Battered Spouses
	 Kathie Bickerstaff

Mr. & Mrs. William Allen in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 William & Susan Smith

Pat Andahl’s Birthday
	 Nancy & John Squiers

Jim Bothmer
	 Sue Chamberlin

Rev. Harold Buse Birthday
	 Mary Abboud

Meaghan P. Callaghan
	 Karen M. Callaghan

Jack & Mary Carpenter in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 Fr. Tom Furlong

Children at Stephen Center
	 Char LeGrande

Catherine J. Collins
	 David C. Cronin

CTK Craft Circle
	 Martha Lawton
	 Jeanette Polt
	 Jerada Schlueter
	 Claire Von Tersch
	 Sharon K. Whitney

Fr. Jack Cuddigan in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 Marilyn Kouma
	 Mary Ann Steinauer

Fr. Dennis
	 Marilyn Kouma

Collin & Sharon D’Silva
	 Bart & Amy Parks

Mrs. Eccles
	 Sherri Grindle

Rev. Steve Emanuel
	 Frank & Judy Mascarello

Families in need in lieu of 
Christmas gifts to each other
	 David & Debra Goudlock
	 Mike & Barb Kleveter 
	 Jon & Cathy Quandahl
	 Lori Sanchez

My Family
	 Joan Connealy

Charles Farley
	 William & Leslie Palmer

Dave Fishman
	 Rick Fleming

Monsignor Thomas Furlong
	 Duette Gothard
	 Marilyn Kouma
	 Mary Ann Steinauer

15 Grandchildren & 
10 Great Grandchildren
	 John M. & Helen R. Kozeny

H.J. Volunteers
	 Humble Jumble Store

Fran Held
	 Dick Held

Frank Hilt
	 Marie Jacobsen

Jeanette Hilton  for 
30 years of service
	 Staff at Reinhardt Alumni 
	 library- Creighton

Bill & Bunnie Kizer for Christmas
	 Mary Phelps
	 Dick & Maureen Kizer
	 Ed & Susie Kizer

Don & Lisa Kros in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 Jeff & Kim Kros
	 Steve & Teresa Kros
	 Yvonne & Edward Kros 	

Nancy & Steve Lawson in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 Kathryn Lawson

Archbishop George Lucas
	 Catholic Voice

Dr. & Mrs. Bill Luce for Christmas
	 Catherine I. Hurt

Lutheran Church of the Master
	 Dale & Kathryn Munson

Joan McAleer
	 Mariann Pape

Fr. Pat McCaslin in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 Marilyn Kouma
	 Mary Ann Steinauer

Sharon McNeil’s  Birthday
	 Sara & Jeff Banzhaf
	 Ruth Circo-Drexel & Henry Drexel
	 John & Roberta Mullen
	 Ruth & Robert Niver
	 Patricia Smith
	 Paul & Colleen Stolinski
	 Mary & Craig Tuttle

Bob & Sue Mullin
	 M. Michele Phillips

Joe & Patty Neuberger’s 
Wedding Anniversary
	 Tom & Tammy Fonfara

Maggie Nocita
	 John & Theresa Bellus

Cindy Oelke Birthday
	 Larry Berlin
	 Stephanie Horeis & Rod Anderson

John Passarelli Jr.
	 James & Maureen Waldron

Tom Ragor
	 Maureen & Paul Swiecicki

George & Doris Jeanne Rainbolt
	 Scot & Katie Rainbolt

Rieketts Family
	 Maureen Murray

Kate & John Ryan
	 Mary Ruth Stegman

St. Anthony of Padua
St. Francis of Assisi
	 Teresa Larsen

Anne & Mark Robinson in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 Kathryn Lawson

Olivia & Michael Robinson in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 Kathryn Lawson

Sally & Kevin Sapikoski
	 Michael Gibilisco

Meredith & Derek Smith & Family 
in lieu of Christmas gifts
	 Kathryn Lawson

Rhonda & Wayne Stuberg
	 Jack & Garnet Miller

Fr. Jim Sullivan in lieu of Christmas
	 Marilyn Kouma
	 Mary Ann Steinauer

Linda Urbanski for all her hard 
work & volunteering at Re Runs
	 Re Runs R Fun

Fr. Paul Vasquez
	 Marilyn Kouma

Mary Jane Watterson
	 Fr. Tom Furlong

Bob & Lou Way
	 John S. & Deborah W. McCollister

Rev. Damien Wee
	 Frank & Judy Mascarello

Joan Welsh in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 Sue Violi

Mary Christe Wilson in lieu 
of Christmas gifts
	 William & Susan Smith

Rev. Damian Zurlien
	 Frank & Judy Mascarello
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During the Holidays...
The holidays are always a busy time at the Stephen Center and this year was no different.  We kicked off the holiday 

season with two Thanksgiving Day feasts.  At the HERO Program, Ric 
and his staff and volunteers served up a feast for HERO clients and their 
families.  

Across the alley at the shelter, we had a special guest help serve 
Thanksgiving Dinner.  Fran Held and her team of volunteers cooked up 
a special Thanksgiving feast and Archbishop George Lucas helped serve 
over 200 guests at the Emergency Shelter.  After dining, clients and 
guests in both the HERO Program and Emergency Shelter found time 
to watch a little football and 
enjoy the holiday. 

Of course the first snowstorm 
had to come on the day 
Father Christmas decided 
to visit the Stephen Center 
children.  A little snow didn’t 

stop Father Christmas and all his helpers.  After he checked his list, Father 
Christmas handed out goody bags and read to all the children.   Everyone 
enjoyed face painting, snacks and Christmas crafts.

Christmas weekend was filled with 
many celebrations, presents to be opened and a packed shelter.   With the cold 
weather, we saw more people at the shelter.   When the beds were all full, we 
were happy to be able to offer a mat on the floor.  The New Year kicked off 
with a special brunch and a new year full of hope and anticipation.
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Donors October 1, 2010 
through December 30, 2010

We are extremely grateful to 
our generous donors...from 
the brand new to those who’ve 
been dedicated to the Stephen 
Center mission for many 
years.  We appreciate every 
contribution and thank you for 
your generosity. We apologize 
for any errors or omissions. 
Please let us know.

AAA Midwest Equipment Co
Mary Abboud
Adah and Leon Millard Foundation
Joanne Ahlers
Michael Aliano
All Saints Episcopal Church
Verlon & Margaret Allen
Larry & Constance Almgren
Gerald Altilio
Altrusa Club of Omaha, NE
Maria Amatulli
James & Callista Ambrose
Patricia & Mark Andahl
Niles & Vickie Andersen
Rod Anderson & Stephanie Horeis
Mary Anderson
Steve Anderson
Mary Ann & Richard Annin
Penny Anzures
John Arkfeld
Richard & Elizabeth Aube
Frank & Helen Ayers
BCTGM Baker’s Local 433
Dorothy Badura
Jeffery & Sara Banzhaf
James & Ardyth Baratta
Joan Barna
Frank & Eleanor Barrett
Eugene Barry
Darlene Bart
Fred & Carol Bartholet
Ann & Levi Bauer
Leland & Marilyn Bauer
Tim & Barb Baxter
Richard & Daryl Bayer
Lawrence & Patricia Beardsley
Catherine & Arthur Beccard
Stella Becker
Paula & Timothy Bell
Walter Bell
Bellevue Auxiliary #3912 Fraternal 
Order of Eagles
John & Theresa Bellus
Bemis Company
David & Maria Benavente Sr.
Michael & Susan Benes
Gerald & Patricia Beninato
Helen Benkis
Glen & Debbie Bennett
Leon & Reba Benschoter
Bill R. & Sandra J Benson
John & Lorraine Bergeron
Lawrence Berlin
James G. Berry
Bethel Missonary Baptist Church
Kathy Biernbaum
Patricia  Biga
Joyce & Lester Bilharz
Joan Bloom, II
John & Alice Boeckman
A. Stevenson Bogue
R.A. Bolamperti
Del & Linda Bomberger
Charles & Ann Botdorf

Charlie Botdorf
Lauri & Kevin Bousema
John & Elaine Boyce
Glenda Boyd
Robert & Carmen Bracken
John & Dorothy Brady
Pauline & John Brager
Bobbette & Herb Brammer
Tom & Cindy Brazeal
Lori & Jerry Brennan
Joan & Michael Brenneman
Libby Brown
Robert & Carole Buczkowski
Sheila Burke
Kurt & Kim Burkhalter
Robert & Carolyn Burns
Richard & Norma Buschelman
Hortene Butt
Rebecca Buxter
Thomas & Marilyn Byers
Cecil & Loree Bykerk
Mary Cacioppo
Karen Callaghan
Joseph & Katherine Campagna
Gary & Maureen Campin
Pamela & Mark Caniglia
James & Edith Caniglia
Harold & Jeanette Capps
Carl Riley Brodersen 
	 Charitable Trust
Michael & Susan Carlson
Carl & Rita Carlson
Don & Linda Carney
Michael & Mary Jean Carr
Mary H. Carroll
CaseSlattery Wealth Partners
Rosemary Cavalieri
Mary & William Cavel
Central States Health and Life
Central States Indemnity 
	 Co. of Omaha
Mary Beth Cerra
Richard & Linda Chaillie
Richard & Susan Chamberlin
Mary Chemelewski
Gary & Mary Ann Chladek
Chocolate Peacock Boutique
Clare Cholet
Mari Alice Christensen
John & Julie Christiansen
Jon & Patricia Christopherson
Lawrence & Mary Church
John & Carol Cieslik
David Clark
Pamela Clark
Todd & Tracy Clevenger
Paul & Kim Coleman
Richard & Marguerite Conn
Joan Connealy
Randy & Wendy Connelly
Dennis & Paula Connor
E.A. & Joy Conoan
Mary Ann Conway
Warren Cooke
Loretta Corcoran
Patrick & Mary Corrigan
Richard & Mary Cosgrove
Joel & Elaine Cotton
Fr. William A. Foster Council -
	 St. Geralds Council
Jim & Dawn Coury
Donald & Ruth Cowles
Mike & Kathy Crawford
Richard & Kathryn Croker
Patrick & Terri Cronican
David Cronin
Mary Culley
Frances & Timothy Curran

Michael & Mary Jo Dahir
William & Mary Dankert
Karl & Mary Dankof
Dano Danoff
Kevin & Eileen Darby
Dale & Mary Kay Davenport
David L. Scott Fund
Tom & Cheri Dawdy
Lou & Jane DeLuca
Bill & Deb Dendinger
Daniel & Jo Lee Derner
John & Patricia Dettman
Harold & Geraldine Dibelka
David Dickbernd
Margy Dietz
Daniel & Mary Dineen
Mike & Sue Dobel
John & Christine Dockery
Dodge Cares, Inc.
Pat & Donald Dolezal
Don Janke Company
James & Marilyn Donnelly
Ruth Donovan
Gene & Carolyn Dorn
Kenneth & Leona Dostal
Robert Dostal
Sally & John Douglas
M. Dozelencic
Virginia Draus
Henry & Ruth Drexel
Daniel & Denise Drvol
Deborah Dudzinski
Joyce Duffy
Edward & Dorothy Dulik
Mike & Virginia Dulik
Lorene Dulkoski
Kevin & Deborah Durr
Donald & Esther Dworak
Leonard Dworak
Frank & E. Jane Dwornicki
ECHO
Ann Ealy
Rex Earl
Linda East-Jones
Tom Ecabert
Jim Ecker
Rita Eldrige
Elias Eliopoulos
Cecilia & Henry Elker
Sally English
Donald & Adelaide Erftmier
Robert & Joan Ertz
Paul & Bernadette Esposito
Mary Kay Esser
Cheryl Estes
Timothy & Marleen Evans
Jane Fahrer
Idamae Fake
Family Enrichment Inc
John and Lynne Farr
Glenn & Carol Farris
Judy Faust
Michael & Janet Faust
Michael & Barbara Favara
Jill Feilmeier
Richard Felt
Anthony Ficenec
Richard & Patricia Ficke
Mary Finley
Phyllis Finn
First Data Foundation
First Lutheran Church
Lowell & Carol Fischer
Tom & Beverly Fleckten
Edward & Maureen Fleming
Rick Fleming
Andy Flott
Tom & Tamara Fonfara

Mary Foral
Fort Crook Financial Company
Richard & Carolyn Franek
Kurtis & Rita Frickel
Tom Friehe
Donald & Mary Fucinaro
Msgr Thomas Furlong
Cheryll Galvin
Rebecca Garlock
Scott & Pam Gass
Marlene Gatz
Edward & Patricia Gehringer
Charles & Helen Geisler
Garry Gernandt
Michael & Nancy Getty
Michael Gibilisco
Michael & Tamara Giitter
Howard & Shirley Gillespie
Stephanie Glass
Jerald & Elizabeth Golmanavich
Eugene Goltl
Good Shepherd Lutheran School
David & Elizabeth Goodman
Duette Gothard
Debra Goudlock
Grace United Methodist Women
Craig & Lori Graeve
Rich & Lynda Grandgenett
Joan Gratz
Alyce Green & Lola Austin
JJ and NL Griffin
Marion & June Griffith
Sherri Grindle
James Gross Rev. Trust
Delores Gruber
Julianne & Peter Guile
Roberta Gunning
David & Joan Haberman
Duane & Joan Haith
Marc & Alana Hallaert
Patrick & Phyllis Haller
Maria S. Hamernik
Hamilton St. Club
Patricia Hamilton
Don  Hammel
James & Marilyn Hannam
David & Jeanette Harbert
Henrietta Hardy
Charles & Martha Harmon
Roger & Jackie Harned
Richard Harrington
Rev. Patrick Harrison
Sandy & Dan Harrison
Eugene & Mary Hart
D. Paul &  Marjorie Hartnett
William Harvey
Judith & Randy Haug
Mary Hauschild
Mary & Jim Hawkins
Hawks Foundation
Walter & Morgan Hecht
John Heenan
Brad & Andrea Heffelfinger
Mary & Charles Heider
Fran Held
Richard Held
Margaret Helget
William & Mary Kay Helget
Frank & Jo Henely
Sandra & Gary Hennessey
Lena Henning
Gail & Sally Hennings
Heritage Financial Network, Inc.
Thomas & Shirley Hermanek
Dolores & Abelardo Hernandez
Barbara Herting
Michael & Pink Hetherington
Claire Hewitt

With Gratitude to Our Generous Donors
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Joyce Higgins
Joan Hill
Earl & Dorothy Hilleman
Frank & Carol Hilt
Margaret & Tom Hoarty
ET Hobza
Victor & Kathleen Hoelting
John & Pam Hoesing
Roger & Linda Hoffman
John Hogan
Craig Holcomb
Irvin  Holst
Elizabeth & Donald Holstein
Don & Pat Holt
Holy Name Humble Jumble Store
Donald & Rita Honz
Howard Hoody
Sandra & Barry Hoover
Bruce Horacek
Ronald & Ramona Horner
Bev & Don Hoschar
John Hoschar
Carol Houchin
Margaret Houlihan
Grant & Sharon Hrabovsky
Claire Hubbard
Mary Ann Huffman
William & Linda Hughes
Kristine Hull
Frederick & Judy Hummer
Teresa A. Hunzeker
Catherine Hurt
John Kaiser & Felicia Hutnick
John & Catherine Hynes
Timothy & Diane Ihry
R.L. Ingram
Frank & Dorothy Insolera
Elsie Irvine
Carol Italia
Vicki Iwai
John & Gretchen Jackson
Todd & Mamie Jackson
Marie Jacobsen
Ed & Linda Janeczko Jr.
Ruth Beers Janet Tuttle
Gary Jeck
Helen Jenkins
Daniel & Irene Jensen
Monica & Rick Jensen
John & Patricia Johanek
Richard & Eileen Johns
Patricia & Randall Johnson
Chris Johnson
Don & Rose Johnson
George & Margaret Johnson
Laureen Johnson
Sally & Kent Johnson
Madeline Jones
Dean Jungers
Wendie & Lester Kadner
Jerome & Sylvia Kaiman
Mike Kaipust
Jacquelyn Kallman
Glen & Renee Kampschneider
Duane Kanne
Mathew & Lori Kardell
Galin & Joyce Karpisek
Larry & Shari Kawa
Jo Ann Kayton
Charles & Annabelle Keene
Rob & Maura Kellar
Peter & Ann Kelleher
Alfred Kelley
John James Kelly
Katie Kelly
Mrs. Alvin Kelly
Michael & Mary Kelly
Don & Pat Kemp
Barbara Kenney
Pamela Kenny

Juanita M. Kerrigan
Rita Kessler
LaVonne & Ed Keuter
Paul & Rose Marie Kielian
P J Kieny
Ann Kineen
Katie Kinley
Mary & James Kirkpatrick
Edward & Susan Kizer
John & Renee Kizer
Bill & Kathy Kizer, Jr.
Richard & Maureen Kizer
James & Janice Kjosa
Irvin Klanecky
Gary & Karen Klein
Michael & Barbara Kleveter
Dan Klima
Jane Knight
Knights of Columbus  #6192
Beth & Peirce Knott
Richard & Susan Knott
Prudence Knowles
Mihaela & Brett Kobjerowski
Ramon & Lucille Koubek
Marilyn Kouma
Stephen Kovar
Courtney Koziol
Joseph & Dorothy Krajicek
James & Carrie Krist
Bonnie Kroeger
Yvonne & Edward Kros
Donald Krupa
Margaret Kubat
David & Shirley Kucirek
Tim & Kari Kudron
Fred & Ruth Kudym
Michael & Vickie Kudym
Donna Mae Kuehner
Mrs. Louise Kuhse 
John & Deborah Kukula
Joan & Paul Kunes
Lester & Delores Kush
Damon & Mary Laaker
Patricia Ladenburger
David & Mary Alice Laferla
Lammers Financial Advisors, Inc.
Ralph Lammers
Melanie Landry
Karen & Terry Langan
Lucille Langdon
James & Marlene Langdon
Jane & Alan Langpaul
Teresa Larsen
Joseph & Judy Latoza
Judith Lauber
J.M. Lauer
Arthur Laursen
Michael & Sharon Lawler
Kathryn Lawson
Robert & Martha Lawton
Char  LeGrande
Don & Carmen Leahy
Timothy Lenaghan, D.D.S.
Edward Lenz
Stuart & Carol Leonard
Judith Lessmann
Randal & Dawna Lewis
Randy & Barb Lewis
Ryan Lewis
Roseann & Eugene Lilla
John & Beth Lingelbach
Rev. Charles Lintz
Peg O’Dea Lippert MSW,LCSW
Terry & Cheryl Loeffler
Mark & Monica London
Amy Longo
Jerome D. Loos
Tom Lowndes
Lozier Foundation
George & Sandra Lozier

Joan Lubischer
George Lucas
Nancy & Thomas Lund
Lutheran Church of The Master
Robert Mac
J.A. & Ida Macchietto
Ed Machacek
Bill & Jodie Mackintosh
J. Terry Macnamara
Paul & Ruth Maginn
Chris & Cindy Maher
Marvin & Kathleen Maher
Sean & Christine Malloy
Mariucci Foundation
Tom Markel
Judy & Frank Mascarello
Carmen Massara
Joan McAleer
William & Mary McAndrews
Dorothy McCabe
McCarthy Group, LLC
Patricia Vrchlavsky & Susan 
McCarthy
Patrick & Karen McCaslin
John & Deborah McCollister
Sean & Michelle McCool
Nancy McCormick
Kevin & Denise McCoy
Margaret McCoy
Thomas McDermott
Gordon & Sharon McDonald
Kirby McDonald
Yvonne & Fred McGarry
Ed & Beth McGill
James & Patsy McGonigal
McGrath North Mullin & Kratz, 	
	 PCLLO
Maureen McGrath
Millie McKee
Robert & Karen McKeone
Charles & Leslie McMahon
Raymond & Margaret McMahon
Cynthia Anne McMillan
McNeil Builders
Sharon & Dick McNeil
Cecilia & Mary McQuade
John McVay
Brandon & Carolyn Melton
Susan Mendenhall
Thomas R. Mendicino, Sr.
Mary Clare Mendick
Patti and Paul Mendlik
Dorothy Menousek
Marilyn Mentzer
Stephen Merrill
Howard & Dorothy Merriman
Ronald & Yvonne Methot
F.C. & D.L. Meyer
Lynn & Nancy Meyer
Theresa Meyers
Diane & Michael Millea
Sandra Miller
Jack & Garnet Miller
Michael & Joan Miller
Roger & Kristine Miller
John & Mary Mimick
John and Regina Minton
Mark & Sandi Mireles
Frank & Penny Mitchell
Dorothy & Frank Mixan
Robert & Mary Pat Mockler
Betty Mokay
Elizabeth Molloy
James & Marian Monaghan
Charles & Kathleen Monico
Mike & Sue Mooney
Jo Anne Moore
P.K. Moran
John & Patricia Mordeson
Steve Mossman

Louis Mrla
Mark & Cathy Mrla
Scott Mrla
Terry Mrla
David & Maryann Mucia
R.L. Mueller
John & Roberta Mullen
Robert & Sue Mullin, Jr.
Betty Munch
Dale & Kathryn Munson
Colleen Murnan
Leo & Claire Murnan
Lawrence Murray
Maureen Murray
Ellen Neary
Craig & Brenda Nelson
George & Kathy Nelson
Kaitlin Nelson
Joseph & Patricia Neuberger
Garrett Neuman
Stephen & Nancy Nielsen
Janice Niemann
Robert & Ruth Niver
Walter Noordam
Notre Dame Sisters
Cindy Oelke
Mr & Mrs Orville Oelke Jr.
Offutt AFB CTOF Fund
Robert & Alvina Okeefe
L.W. & Barbara Okon
Ray  Olberding
Martin & Joy Olsen
Beverly Olson
Omaha Community Foundation
Omaha Division Insurance Agency
Richard & Leona Onken
Pedro & Ila Ontiveros
Evelyn Ostdiek
Ostronic & Associates 
	 Certified Public Accountants 
Our Lady of Lourdes School
Nancy Overfelt
Dennis & Mary Ann Palma
Palmer Family Foundation
William & Leslie Palmer
Mariann Pape
Michael & Etse Parente
Franklin & Margaret Parker
Bart & Amy Parks
William Parr, DDS
Mary Parr
Louis & Virgina Paska
John & Joyce Passarelli
Virginia Past
Georgianna Peng-Chen
Wayne & Sarita Penka
Susan Pereira
Joseph & Susan Perina
Eva Peroutka
Mary Petersen
Maureen Peterson
Diane & Kent Peterson
Lois Peterson
Martin Petrasic
Ernest & Carol Pfannenstiel
Robert & Jean Pfeffer
Marjorie Pfeifer
Mary Phelps
M. Michelle Phillips
Tony Pinkes
Helen Pluhacek
Lawrence Poell
Jeanette Polt
Philip & Kathleen Popelka
Jon & Sharron Potadle
David & Lynne Potter
Precision Lens
Robert Preisinger
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Barbara Preston
Kathleen Prince
Patrick & Clare Prince
Alphonse & Roberta Prososki
Edward & Paula Prost
Eugene & June Puterbaugh
Kristin Putnam
Barbara Quandahl
John & Cathy Quandahl
Richard & Janet Quinlevan
Scot & Kathleen Rainbolt
Ralston Senior Center
Ralston United Church of Christ
Thomas Ramm
Kenneth Rapier
Lawrence & Jeannette Rasmussen
Larry & Marti Rasmussen
Dorothy Rathbun
Dorothy Ebel & Gerald Rathouz
Steve & Anne Raynor
ReRuns R Fun
Laurel Rea
Janelle & Daniel Reeder
Peggy & Daniel Reestman
Jim & Mary Regan
Kevin & Lori Reilly
Reinhardt Alumni Library-Creighton University
Matt Reiser
Gerald & Virgina Relford
Mick & Cathy Richter
Marlene Ricketts
Pete Ricketts and Susanne Shore
Larry & Florence Ridder
Gerald & Mary Ries
Margaret Rihanek
Randall & Annette Riley
Betty Roach
Sue Roberts
Douglas Robey
Rockbrook United Methodist Church
Robert & Betty Rodgers
Steve Rodgers
Marilyn Rogers
Larry & Mary Roh
Richard & Ann Rollins
Roman Catholic Sacramentals Foundation, Inc.
Romeo’s Inc.
Ronald McDonald House Charities
Tim & Eileen Rooney
Ann E. Rose
Dana Rosenberg & Becky Forth
John & Maureen Ross
Robert & Grace Ross
Rotary Club Of Omaha Northwest
Doris Royal
Barry & Susan  Rue
Lisa & Mitch Runco
Colleen R. Ruther
Claire & Gerald Ryan
Brad Ryan
Rita Ryan
Robert  Rynders
S&M Import Auto
Mary & Herbert Sampson
Richard & Carolyn Sampson
Lori Sanchez
John & Diane Saniuk
Betty Satorie
Jeanne Schinstock
William Schlott
John & Arlene Schlueter
Jerada Schlueter
Lucille & Roger Schmeits
Dottie Schmid
Cynthia & Charles Schneider
Michael & Laurie Schneider
Linda Schriner
Elizabeth Schultz
Hugh F Schwartz
Dana Schwarz

Larry Schwietz
Jerome Scott Jr.
Deborah L. Scott
John & Dianne Scott
Pamela S. Sellenrick
Helen Seward
Barb Shaffer
Charles & Cassi Shanahan
Sue & Tom Sheeren
Frances Shepherd
Shirley Sheppard
Karen Sheridan
Charles & Mary Shimerdla
David & Patricia Shinbara
Richard & Lucille Shirley
Regina Shumaker
Ernie & Mary Shwidelson
Susan Siebler
Michael & Nancy Sketch
John & Karla Skradski
Edward & Cheryl Slavik
Mary Slavik
Jeroma Smiley
William & Susan Smith
Eugene & Sally Smith
Everett & Joann Smith
M. Jane Smith
Mike & Lucy Smith
Neal & Tracy Smith
Patricia Smith
Marjorie Sneed
David & Leigh Snow
W.E. and Betty Snowdon
Joe & Vesta Sobczyk
Cari Sommer
South O Melting Pot
Karen L. Spears
Stephen & Stephanie Spelic
Gene & Marilyn Spence
Val Gene & Ava Splittgerber
Danny Spracklin
John & Nancy Squiers
St Vincent de Paul Catholic Church
St. Columbkille Anciet Order of Hibernians
St. James United Methodist Women
St. Leo Church
St. Pius X/St. Leo School
Genevieve & Martin Stamp
Robert & Julie Stamps
Agnes & Darrell Stark
Gerald Steenson
Lester V. Steffen
M.R. Stegman
Mary Ann Steinauer
Bob & Sandra Stier
Richard Stodola
Regina Stofko
Alice Colleen & Paul Stolinski
Gary & Kathleen Stork
Paul & Robin Stoupa
Ronald & Sharon Strawn
Joseph Stuczynski
Clifford & Hildegard Stults
James A. Suchy
Timothy Suiter
Joseph Sullivan
Robert & Constance Sundell
Superior Lighting Incorporated
James & Alyce Svajgl
Paul & Maureen Swiecicki
John  Szarad
John & Judy Szaro
Sue & Edward Szawicki
Gwen Teeple
Frank & Julie Telich
Therese Terchuren
Terence Thacker
The Bon-Ton Stores, Inc.
The Catholic Voice Publishing
Alan & Sandra Thelen

Maurice & Teresa Thiele
Ruth Thomas
Helen Thompson
Kennard & Collene Thompson
Mary Jo Thurmond
Susan Toelle
Nicholas Topf
Marie Torczon
Thomas Torczon
Robert & Cathy Townsend
Jim & Susan Tracy
Leo & Janet Trautman
Charles & Rosalia Triplett
Judy & Omer Trout
Dean & Dorothy Tuma
Ricardo &  Ramona Turner
Mary & Craig Tuttle
UNO Public Speaking  Fundamentals Class
Frank &Mary Udron
Monica Umhoefer
United Way of the Midlands
Mary Ellen & George Uphoff
Don & Mary Pat Vacek
Henry & Marie Vacek
Jane Vandeventer
Lorraine Vashon
Wayne Victor
Kathleen & Ernest Vincentini
Sue Violi
Ron & Rosie Volkmer
Claire Von Tersch
Anne Vondollen McAlister
Loretta & Raymond Vondra
Deb & Scott Vosika
Shirley & John Votrobek
Ernest  Wachtler
Elaine Waggoner, Waggoner Law Office
James & Maureen Waldron
Mary Ann Waller
Scott Ward
James Waszgis
Robert & Louise Way
E L & Jeanne Weaver
Rose Wegman
James & Margaret Wegner
Richard & Jeanne Weiner
Kenneth & Ruth Weinrich
E. John & Kathy Welbes
Norbert Wenzl
Bryan & Jana Wheatley
Wheeler Church Women’s Association
Dan & Geraldine Whipkey
David & Sharon Whitney
Dale & Theresa Widhalm
Jack & Jean Wiechmann
E. Jane Wiggins
Stephen & Donna Wilhelm
Troy & Theresa Wilhelm
William and Ruth Scott Family Foundation
Claire Williams
Jack & Carolyn Williams
Gary & Cheryl Willis
Mary Christe Wilson
Angie Wingert
Mary Wingert
Gretchen Winheim
Mary & Michael Wisdom
Rose Wise
LaDonna Witschi
Julius & Adeline Woita
J & B Wolf
Richard & Deanna Wolf
Christi & Gary Wood
Marilou K. Woodard M.D. 
	 & Timothy Bormann
Nathalia Zimmerman
Andrea Zumbrennen
Robert & Janet Zych
eBay Foundation



THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS
Over the past few months as the Stephen Center Volunteer 
Coordinator I have met some incredible people. Individuals who 
have decided to make a difference as they offer themselves to the 
needs of others. It is because of this that I am filled with pride when 
I say I work at the Stephen Center. 

I just want to give a heartfelt “thank you” to all the volunteers 
who come in early, stay late, stay overnight, sign up for the 
weekend shift, cook and serve…again, organize the food pantry 
and straighten up and clean everything else. The Stephen Center 
is successful because of all of you. Just for the record 31,556 hours 
were accumulated during 2010 due to all of your efforts. That is 
equivalent to 15 full time employees. Be proud and thank you.

Patrick Bergman
Volunteer Coordinator
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We all have experienced change. The process of 
becoming different is inevitable. Change should always 
be about becoming better. I searched “change” on 
Google and it retrieved for me 953,000,000 hits for 
change. Wow, that’s a lot of change; everything from 
music to poems to how to manage it and even how to 
truly define it.  I would much rather just stick to my 
personal searches that retrieve just two or three areas. 

Regardless of  how long the list can become it is more 
important to focus on the positive change happening 
in people. Here at the Stephen Center we get that 
opportunity daily. Every day can bring its challenges, 
but it’s exciting to see the positive influence of 
volunteers as we interact, direct and support the clients 
and each other. Keep in mind it takes concentrated 
efforts, realignment and good ‘ole elbow grease but the 
bottom line is that it’s happening. 

Recently a volunteer changed their schedule to spend 
more time with the female clients to assist them with 
developing life skills. The outcome has been amazing. But 
it started with the process of becoming different. Over the 
next few months I challenge you to evaluate how you are 
going to help change things for the better. What might 
need to be added or taken away? Where should I go or 
not go? How can I better partner with the Stephen Center 

and those around me? 2011 is 
going to the best year yet! Only 
952, 999, 999 more hits to go.

Changing….

Patrick Bergman
Volunteer Coordinator

“Change”
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Cruise Away to 
the Jungle

Contact Cindy Hanley at 
clhanley@cox.net or Marjean Stamm 

at mstamm1@cox.net for more 
information or to make reservations.

March 5, 2011
Champions Run


